OST Californians are familiar with the acorn-hoarding habits of the California woodpecker (A4elanerpes.f. bairdi). During thelate fall and winter this bird, with praiseworthy industry, stores great quantities of acorns, preferably the slender ones of the California live oak (Qz~e~o~ agrz@ia). Holes are drilled into the bark of trees and the acorns are inserted and wedged in so tightly as to defy anything but steel. Altho one finds scattered acorns in the bark of eucalyptus, in telegraph poles, in fence posts, in the sides of houses, or wedged under shingles, the woodpeckers seem to prefer the live oak in the valleys. In the mountains conifers are sometimes used.
